








































































































“Let us put our minds together and see what life we can make for our children.” 
           —Sitting Bull  

The following analysis focuses on all parents who responded they were unable to fill a prescription 

for their child. 

• Cost prevented 7.0% (55,562) of all children from getting a needed prescription. 

• 6.7% (48,877) of all children did have prescription coverage but could still not afford the         
prescription co-payment.  

� 76.6% (33,175) had employer-based or private health care coverage and the other 23.4% 
(10,135) were covered by a publicly funded plan.  

� 40.1% (19,032) had an annual household income of $25,000 to $49,999. 

70,005 OC children 
were reported to 
have not received 
needed health care 
services due to cost.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.1% is the OC 
unemployment rate 
as of November, 
2008. The 
unemployment rate 
is one indicator of 
economic conditions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is the highest 
unemployment rate 
since January of 
1994. 

 Influences on Utilization: Cost Orange County Health Needs Assessment 2008 

Altogether, cost resulted in an estimated 70,005 instances in Orange County in which needed 
health care services were not accessed or recommended additional diagnostic or follow-up 
services were not obtained. It is expected that cost will have a greater impact over the next few 
years as more families face economic hardships and more children lose their health care 
coverage. As a result, fewer children may receive preventative care and more families may 
consider delaying the utilization of needed health care services. The current safety net of health 
care providers, community clinics and even the hospital emergency rooms have already begun to 
see an increased demand for their services, and may even be stretched beyond capacity if a 
continued influx of new patients without coverage rely on these services for essential care. 
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